Opposing the Nazis


	Type of opposition


	Explanation

	Grumbling
	This was the lowest type of opposition.  Sometimes in the privacy of their own homes, people might tell an anti-Hitler joke.



	Passive resistance


	This was when Germans publicly showed they didn’t support the Nazis by refusing to do exactly as they were told e.g. refusing to give the ‘Heil Hitler’ salute or refusing to give money to the Hitler Youth.



	Open opposition
	Some Germans openly declared their dislike of Nazi ideas and policies and urged Germans to get rid of Hitler.  They handed out anti-Nazi leaflets, put up posters and wrote anti-Nazi graffiti on walls.  One example was the White Rose.  This was a student group led by Hans and Sophie Scholl.  They encouraged Germans to help the allied invaders during the war.  Another group were the Edelweiss Pirates.  They beat up Hitler Youth members, and produced anti-Nazi posters.  Leaders of the Catholic and Protestant Churches also spoke out against Nazi policies e.g. the treatment of the Jews and the disabled.  One religious leader, Martin Niemoller, was sent to a concentration camp for speaking out against the Nazis.


	Kill Hitler

	There were some attempts to kill Hitler e.g. there was a Jewish plot to kill him in 1935.  The closest anyone got was the attempt in 1944 when a group of army officers, led by Claus von Stauffenberg, detonated a bomb under a table where Hitler was meeting other Nazi leaders.  Hitler was unharmed.



