Nazi Racial Policy





Hitler believed in the Aryan or master race. Although he believed that the German people were of Aryan descent, he felt that they needed to be purified by a programme of selective breeding. They would also have to be indoctrinated into accepting their new role.





Selective breeding


The programme of purifying the German people was entrusted to the SS.  It recruited its members from men with the correct Aryan physical appearance i.e. tall, with fair hair and blue or grey eyes.  They were only allowed to marry women with the correct racial pedigree.  The aim was to produce children who were pure Aryans.





Racial indoctrination


Race studies and eugenics were taught in schools.  Eugenics looks at ways of controlling reproduction in humans so that only those people who have the “correct” characteristics are allowed to have children.  A result of this belief was the teaching that anyone who was not Aryan was racially inferior.  The inevitable next step of such teaching was the persecution of groups who were seen to be inferior - most notably the Jews.  But other groups were also affected e.g. people who had mental disabilities were discouraged from having children and in some cases these people were sterilized.





Persecuting the Jews





Hitler believed that the Jews were the enemies of the German people.  He believed that they were “polluting” the purity of the German race.  He claimed that Jewish businessmen were exploiting ordinary Germans





Stage�
What this involved


�
�
Stage 1 - 1933 - 38


The denial of civil rights


�
April 1933 - the SS organized a boycott of Jewish shops


April 1933 - Jewish civil servants were sacked


Sept  1933 - Jews were banned from inheriting land


1935 -  Jews were banned from using parks, swimming baths, restaurants and public buildings


1935 - the Nuremburg Laws made illegal any marriage or sexual intercourse between Germans and Jews


�
�
Stage 2 - 1938 - 41


Acceleration of persecution�
9 Nov 1938 - Kristallnacht (Crystal Night) Jewish shops and synagogues were ransacked or destroyed and many people were killed or injured.





After 1938 Jews lost their remaining liberties - they were no longer allowed to trade and had to choose their children’s names from an approved list.





1941 - Jews had to wear a yellow star (the Star of David) on their coats and were forced to move into segregated areas (called ghettos).


�
�
Stage 3 - 1941 - 45


The Holocaust


�
The Final Solution - a programme for the mass extermination of the Jews was begun.  Jews were moved to concentration camps were many died in gas chambers while others died from the terrible conditions.  Between 1941 and 1945 more than 6 million Jews were murdered.


�
�



