What was it like to be young in Nazi Germany?





Education





Young people were constantly exposed to Hitler’s ideas through the school system.  The content of the school curriculum was directed towards what the Nazis saw as their main needs: military skills for boys and domestic skills for girls.





Source A





The whole purpose of education is to create Nazis





Nazi Minister of Education


Source B





German Language, History, Geography, Chemistry and Mathematics must concentrate on military subjects - the glorification of military service and of German heroes.


Source C





The construction of a lunatic asylum costs 6 million marks.  How many houses at 15,000 marks each could have been built for that amount?





From a maths textbook in the late 1930s


























Many children liked these changes especially since there was a lot more emphasis on sport, but children who liked academic studies would have found the changes to the curriculum very restrictive.  Girls, in particular, would have resented the fact that they were being discouraged from thinking about having a career.





The Hitler Youth





Membership of the Hitler Youth was made compulsory in 1936.  It consisted of a variety of levels.  Boys from 6 - 10 joined the “Little Fellows” (Pimpf) and were involved in activities such as hiking and camping.  At 10 they took a test to allow them to move to the next level - the “German Young People” (Deutsche Jungvolk) where they learned more about Nazi ideas and military matters.  Between the ages of 14 and 18 they enrolled in the “Hitler Youth” (Hitler Jugend), which had a stronger emphasis on military discipline and training.





Girls, meanwhile, joined the “Young Maidens” (Junsmadel) to the age of 14 and were taught how to care for their health and prepare for motherhood.  From 14 to 21 girls belonged to the “League of German Maidens” (Bund Deutscher Madel). 





When I became a leader in the Jungvolk the negative aspects became very obvious.  I found the compulsion and the requirement of obedience unpleasant.  I appreciated that there must be order and discipline in such a large group of boys, but it was exaggerated.











Written by a former Jungvolk leader


We had to be present at every public meeting and at youth rallies and sports.  The weekends were crammed full of outings, camping and marches.  It was all fun in a way, and we certainly got plenty of exercise, but it had a bad effect on our school reports.  We had no time for homework.





A description of life in the League of German Maidens








Membership of the Hitler Youth 1933 - 39 (in millions)





Year


�
No. of 10-18 year-olds


in Hitler Youth


(boys and girls)�
Total no. of 10-18 year-olds in the population�
�
1933�
2.3�
7.5�
�
1936�
5.4�
8.7�
�
1939�
7.3�
8.9�
�
�
�
�
�






Alternative youth organizations





Not all young Germans were enthusiastic about joining youth organizations.  Many young people disliked the regimentation and always being told what to do and think.  By the late 1930s some young people became involved in setting up their own alternative groups as a way of rebelling against the restrictions on their lives.  The Nazis saw such groups as a threat and such young people were dealt with severely.





To show their resistance to Nazi ideas some young people grew their hair long and listened to jazz music from Britain and the USA (Jazz was considered degenerate because it originated among black musicians). 





Some groups took more extreme measures to show their distaste for Nazism e.g. the Navajos Gang, the Kittelbach Pirates and the Edelweiss Pirates.  The favourite activity of these groups was to ambush and beat up Hitler Youth patrols.  During the war they helped to spread Allied propaganda and some even went so far as to join resistance movements.





Conclusion





Many young Germans found the Hitler Youth organizations to be new and exciting. They liked the emphasis on sport, and on military training.  Some joined the youth groups reluctantly - because they were expected to do so, but found them militaristic and restrictive.  Some rebelled altogether and set up their own “alternative” groups.











How did the experience of young people in school change as a result of Nazi rule?


What were the attractions of joining the Hitler Youth?


How did the experience of boys and girls differ?


Why were some young people unhappy in the Hitler Youth?


What did some young people do to show their resista
