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Revising AS1 History

Weimar & Nazi Germany

1918-45
I will use this booklet to break down my revision into manageable sections.  

I will speak to my teacher if I am not sure of a topic or I am missing any work

Revising AS1 History / Weimar & Nazi Germany 1918-45

□  I know that my Exam Board is CCEA.  I can find out more information about this exam on the CCEA website – www.ccea.org.uk

□  I know that there is a Lagan College History website  at www.laganhistory.com  (password lagan1981) that will give me more guidance on the topics 
□  I understand that I can borrow textbooks for revision before my exams in May / June of Year 13 on payment of a deposit which I will get back when I return the books
□  I understand that the History Department will be holding revision classes in May / June of Year 13, after exam leave,  and know to ask my teacher for the dates of these sessions
□  I understand that it is important to read my exam timetable carefully so that I know the dates and times of my exams and can be sure I am revising for the correct exam.  Once I know the date and time of my exam, I will write it on the front cover of this booklet

My exam

□  I know that my paper will last 1 ½ hours

□  I know that the Weimar & Nazi Germany section is Option 5 at the end of the paper

□  I know that I have to do 3 questions:

Either 1a)   OR   1b)
12 marks
A describe / explain type question

2a)


15 marks
A source analysis question

2b)


35 marks
An essay in which, in addition to my knowledge,  

I must incorporate all 3 sources and must include contemporary and later interpretations


□  I know that I should break down my time as follows ....


1a)  OR  1b)
15 minutes


2a)

20 minutes


2b)

55 minutes
Revising AS1 History / Weimar & Nazi Germany 1918-45
□   I have a list of past questions on Weimar & Nazi Germany, and know to ask my teacher for a copy if I don’t.  I understand that I should use these past questions to practice writing answers

1.  Weimar Germany 1918-29

□  I can briefly explain how Germany was affected by the First World War and why, by 1918, they faced defeat

□  I can briefly explain why a federal, democratic, republic was set up in Germany in 1918 after the abdication of the Kaiser 

□  I can describe several features of the new Weimar Constitution, and can explain several strengths and weaknesses of the constitution

□  I can list the terms of the Treaty of Versailles and explain several reasons why the German people were angry with these terms

□  I understand that there were two left-wing challenges to the Weimar Republic in the period 1919-23 – the Spartacist Revolt in 1919 and the German October 1923

□  I understand why the Spartacists were opposed to the new republic and can explain the events of the Spartacist Rising in January 1919, including some reasons why it failed

□  I can explain the background to the German October in 1923 and why it failed

□  I understand that there were two right-wing challenges to the Weimar Republic in the period 1919-23 – the Kapp Putsch 1920 and the Munich Putsch in 1923

□  I can explain some reasons for the Kapp Putsch in 1920, why it presented such a threat to the republic, and why it failed

□  I can explain the background to the hyperinflation crisis in 1923 and can describe some of the ways the German people were affected, including losers and winners

□  I can give some reasons for the Munich Putsch in November 1923, I can describe the key events and explain the ways the Putsch was both a failure and a success

□  I can describe several ways that Hitler tried to increase the appeal of the Nazi 

Party from 1924-28

□  I can explain the significance in Hitler’s reorganisation of the Party 1924-8 and understand that, while this did not have an immediate impact in terms of electoral support, it was important after 1929

□  I can identify the groups who the Nazis focused on to increase their electoral appeal and why they voted for the Nazis

□  I can explain several of Hitler’s ideas outlined in Mein Kampf

□  I can describe the ways that Stresemann brought about economic and political recovery in Germany from 1924-28 and can also explain the limitations of his policies

2.  Collapse of the Republic / Hitler becomes Chancellor 1929-33

□   I understand that the collapse of the republic can partly be explained by long term factors, such as lack of faith in democracy, weaknesses in the Constitution, anger at the Treaty of Versailles and the actions of Hitler in reorganising the Nazi Party 1924-8

□  I understand that in order to explain the collapse of the republic I must look at two key areas:  1) the economic and political crisis in Germany and 2) the actions of Hitler in capitalising on this crisis

□  I can explain why conditions in Germany from 1929-32 helped Hitler, including the economic and political effects of the Great Depression, the collapse of the Grand Coalition, the failure of the governments of Bruning, Papen and Schleicher to deal with the economic and political crisis, how overuse of Article 48 undermined confidence in democracy,  fear of communism, the rivalry between Papen and Schleicher,  and the role of President Hindenburg

□   I can explain how Hitler was able to take advantage of the problems in Germany e.g.  his personality, his ideas, his propaganda campaign, evidence of electoral success, the campaign for the presidency, the Nazi’s use of violence

       3. 
 Nazi Germany 1933-45
□   I understand that even though Hitler became Chancellor in January 1933 it took until August 1924 for him to become a dictator.  

□  I can explain the steps in Hitler’s move to dictatorship beginning with the decision to call new elections and the Reichstag Fire in February 1933 up to death of Hindenburg which led to Hitler’s appointment as Fuhrer in August 1924.  

□  I understand why Hitler tried to present his actions as legal, but also understand that there was an element of terror / intimidation

□  I can explain in some detail the significance of key events in Hitler’s consolidation of power:  the Reichstag Fire, the Enabling Act, the Law Against the Formation of New Parties, and the Night of the Long Knives,  and I can compare their importance in Hitler’s consolidation of power

□  I can explain a number of reasons why Hitler took action against Rohm and the SA in the Night of the Long Knives

□   I can describe the ways the Nazis used violence and terror to control the German people including the Gestapo, the courts, the SS and the use of concentration camps

□  I can give examples of the limits to Nazi control

□   I can describe the ways the Nazis used propaganda to control the German people including films, newspapers, radio, mass rallies, architecture, books, theatre and music, giving specific examples of authors, musicians etc that were favoured by the Nazis

□  I am aware that Nazi propaganda was not always successful and can give examples of failure

□   I can describe the policies brought in by the Nazis to bring about economic recovery from 1934-6 under Schacht’s New Plan.

□  I can describe the successes and failures of Schacht’s New Plan

□  I can explain why Schacht was replaced by Goring and can describe the aims of Goring Four Year Plans

□  I can describe Goring’s policies and explain a range of successes and failures

□  I can describe the impact of the Second World War on Nazi economic policy and the role of Speer

□  I can describe the ways the lives of workers improved / declined under Nazi rule

□   I can explain why the Nazis thought it was important to control young people in Germany

□   I can describe the ways the lives of young people were affected by Nazi rule both in school and at home (Hitler Youth)

□   I can explain how and why the experience of boys and girls was different

□   I can give some reasons why some young people supported the Nazis and why some didn’t.

□   I can identify some of the youth groups who opposed the Nazis, explain what they did to show their opposition and explain why Nazi treatment of them became more brutal during the war

□   I can explain Nazi attitudes toward women

□   I can describe in detail a number of ways that the lives of German women were affected by Nazi rule – work, education, family

□  I can identify successes and failures in Nazi policies towards women

□   I can explain the ways that the lives of German women improved / declined under Nazi rule

□   I can list the various groups in Germany that Hitler thought of as ‘undesirable’, explain why the Nazis thought this, and describe how these groups were treated by the Nazis

□   I can explain three reasons why the Nazis hated the Jews 

□  I can describe the main stages in Nazi persecution of the Jews

□  I can write in some detail about the Nuremburg Laws and Kristallnacht

□   I can describe some of the ways the German people were affected by the outbreak of war in 1939, and understand that this can be divided into two stages:  1939-41 and 1941-45.  

□   I can describe a range of ways that the German people resisted Hitler and the Nazis from telling jokes to attempted assassination.  

□  I can describe the activities of some of the key individuals and groups who actively opposed the Nazis

□  I understand why German opposition to Nazi rule increased from 1941 onwards

□  I understand why German opposition to the Nazis was not very effective

□  I can use all I have learnt about the Nazi period to describe that ways in which the German people gained and lost from Nazi rule.  I will be able to cover a range of groups and have a range of specific examples of gains and losses

Types of questions in AS1


Question 1a)  OR 1b)

· I must only do a)  OR  b)  

· I will spend 15 minutes on this question

· I will write 1 ½ - 2 sides
· This is an explain / describe type question
· This is not an essay.  I will not be asked to weigh up the importance of different factors.  I will be asked to explain or describe e.g. Why was Hitler appointed Chancellor in 1933? Describe the main features of the Weimar Constitution?  Why did the Weimar Republic faced problems 1919-23?  Explain Nazi policies towards young people 1933-45.
· I will take a few minutes to jot down a brief plan, identifying the key points I plan to cover.  I will also think about the order of the points.  When writing my answer, I will arrange points in paragraphs 
· I have been given a list of past questions by my teacher and I will use these to practice writing answers
Question 2a)

· I will spend 20 minutes on this question

· I will write 1 ½ - 2 sides
· This is a source analysis question based on source 1 in the paper

· In this question I am being asked to assess the uses and limitations of the source for a particular purpose e.g. ‘How useful is this source in explaining Hitler’s rise to power?’
· Before writing my answer, I will make sure I’ve read the source carefully and underlined key words or phrases that I plan to quote in my answer

· I will make sure to read the accompanying information telling me about author, date etc

· I will use my IADMAMTL checklist when analysing the source 

· I have been given a number of source exercises during the year by my teacher.  I will practice for this type of question by using the source exercises I have been given
Question 2b)

· I will spend 55 minutes on this question (5 minutes planning / 50 minutes writing)

· I will write 3-4 sides
· This is an essay based on my knowledge and the information in the 3 sources

· I must spend time looking at the information in all 3 sources so that I know how to incorporate the information in the sources into my answer

· I understand that I do not have to evaluate the reliability of the sources in my answer

· I understand that I must look at more than one side to the question e.g. ‘To what extent has Stresemann achieved economic recovery in Germany by 1928?’ ‘To what extent was Nazi economic policy successful?’ ‘How successful were Nazi policies towards young people and women?’  
· I understand that a good essay will be ....
Planned
I will take the time to draw out a mind map plan for my essay before I begin writing.  This will ensure that I have covered all the points in a logical order and that I have covered all 3 sources

Focused  
The information I use will be directly and consistently relevant to the question being asked.  
Structured
My points will be organised in a coherent, logical order.  I will have an introduction and a conclusion, both of which will link back to the question

Balanced
I must look at both sides of the question

Supported
My argument will be supported by a good range of relevant facts.  
I know that to get a good mark (above a C grade)  I must use all 3 sources in my answer.  Also, I must refer to contemporary and later opinions
I will use the list of past questions I have been given by my teacher to prepare for this type of question

