
BERLIN WAS STILL A DIVIDED CITY IN 1961
WEST BERLIN was DEMOCRATIC
EAST BERLIN was COMMUNIST 
It was the one point in Europe where the Communist and Capitalist worlds met side by side  in 
an uneasy tension. An area which many worried could become the front line of future conflict.

1) BACKGROUND 

CAUSES OF THE BERLIN WALL-  WHY WAS BERLIN SUCH A PROBLEM TO THE EAST?
BY 1961 there were stark differences between East and West Germany. This was causing 
serious problems for East Germany:

1) West Berlin had lots of western money pumped into it to be a beacon of capitalism. It was 
rich, free and prosperous 
2) East Berlin on the other hand was poor and had its freedoms restricted. 
3) As the border was open in Berlin, East Germans were leaving for the West. Up to 2 MILLION 
had left by 1961- about 15% of the population.
4) This was a major and unsustainable loss of valuable skills for East Germany 
5)... AND it seemed to show that the West  and capitalism was much better than the East and 
Communism
6) Finally, it was also being used as a serious spying post for the CIA (US) and MI6 (UK) spy 
agencies.
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2) 1961 
BUILDING THE WALL

3) REACTIONS 
TO THE WALL

3) CONCLUSION 

THE WALL DEEPLY AFFECTED PEOPLES LIVES 
1) More than 200 people died trying to escape East Berlin. Rudolf Urban was the first to die 
trying to escape.

5,000 successfully escaped over the years, tunnelling, hot air ballooning and sometimes taking 
a risk and running for the border. Many East German border guards used their proximity to the 
border to escape. 

REACTIONS OF THE WEST 
The USA protested and sent some tanks to Berlin but this was little more than 
a symbolic gesture. In reality the U.S. government knew they could not risk a 
war over Berlin as it could lead to a nuclear confrontation.

Kennedy secretly was reassured by it believing it to be a sign of weakness 
rather than strength.. He said ' if the soviets wanted to attack us they wouldn't 
be putting up barbed wire fences!' 
 The wall became an ugly symbol of EAST WEST DIVISION 

WHAT WAS THE ROLE OF KHRUSHCHEV / USSR?
KHRUSHCHEV was angry.  He knew Berlin was a major problem for the Communist world and 
had to be addressed
He attempted to threaten the west into giving Berlin over - this failed 
Talks were then planned in which he offered that Berlin be regarded as a ‘Free city’  This went 
nowhere as a US U2 spy plane was shot down over the USSR in 1958 plunging the 
relationship to an even lower level of mistrust. 
A summit meeting in Vienna, Austria between Khruschev and the new US President Kennedy 
went badly. Khrushchev saw the president as inexperienced while Kennedy was keen to show 
his strengths and increased defence spending by over $6 billion
Khrushchev seemed to have used all his options - except one. 

AUGUST 1961 KHRUSHCHEV ORDERS THE BUILDING OF A MASSIVE 90 MILE LONG 
WALL SEPARATING WEST BERLIN.
1) Armed guards patrolled the wall 
2) Those attempting to cross the wall were shot dead

It is given the official title of the ANTI FASCIST PROTECTION BARRIER. This implies that it is 
to keep people outmatched than the reality of keeping people in. 

The wall was a very vivid symbol of East west division and the Cold War in action. 
Hundreds were killed trying to escape. The wall seemed to condemn the communist 
regime as it had to build a wall to keep its citizens in.
It would be a necessity for the USSR but also an embarrassment that it could not hide.
In October 1989 the wall would come down as quick as it went up signalling the end of 
communism. 
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