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THE CUBAN MISSILE CRISIS: KEY EVENTS
1) CASTRO aimed to stand up to US aggression. He looked to the USSR and KHRUSHCHEV 

for support

2) The USSR sent financial aid BUT they also offered something much more dangerous: 
equipment to build NUCLEAR MISSILES.  These missiles would have the capability of reaching 

and destroying all US cities

3) The USA soon found out about the missiles through photos taken from a U2 SPY PLANE.  
They also received the news that more supplies were on their way to Cuba in Soviet convoys. 

4) PRESIDENT KENNEDY knew he had to act and knew there were a number of options open 
to him. He was being encouraged by his military to ATTACK AND BOMB CUBA. However, 
knowing that this could lead to nuclear war he aimed for a more peaceful option : a NAVAL 

BLOCKADE of Cuba preventing supplies reaching it. 

5) This naval blockade was not without risks. The next 13 days were highly tense and could 
have brought nuclear war. They became known as the 13 DAYS

6) The blockade began on 22nd October 1961. Over the following days Soviet ships began to 
turn back away from Cuba.

7) On 26th October a United States U2 spy plane was shot down over Cuba.. Very nearly 
causing war

8) HOWEVER, Khrushchev sent Kennedy a TELEGRAM offering to remove the missiles in 
return for ending the blockade and promising not to invade Cuba.

9) The next day a different TELEGRAM arrived this time more hard line and demanding the 
removal of US missiles from TURKEY too. KENNEDYs team responded to the FIRST 

TELEGRAM, pretending not to have received the second. 

10) KENNEDY agreed to END THE BLOCKADE in return for the USSR removing the missiles 
from Cuba. KHRUSHCHEV agreed with these terms on 28th October 1962

BACKGROUND TO THE CRISIS

1) Cuba is a Caribbean island only 90 miles off the coast of Florida (USA)

2) Up until 1959 it was run by a PRO AMERICAN DICTATOR called BATISTA. He was corrupt 
    and unpopular and in 1959 he was OVERTHROWN in a REVOLUTION led by FIDEL 
    CASTRO

3) This takeover was popular with the Cuban people but not the USA. WHY? :
            a) They had  who had many vital economic and political interests in Cuba. 
            b) Castro was beginning to make Cuba a COMMUNIST country on the United States    
                doorstep! 
            c) He was taking over American owned businesses.

4) President EISENHOWER responded by CUTTING OFF TRADE LINKS. This drove the  
    Cubans towards the USSR instead

5) The USA was not prepared to tolerate a Communist country on its doorstep. So the CIA (US    
     Intelligence agency) planned an operation to capture Cuba by training and supplying Cubans 
     who had escaped to the USA

6) BAY OF PIGS DISASTER: 
     In 1961 this CIA sponsored group of Cuban immigrants attempted to invade Cuba and take  
      over from Castro. They were led to believe Castro was deeply unpopular and they would be   
      supported by the Cuban people. In fact, the Cubans easily defeated the invasion. It was a 
      HUMILIATION for the USA and especially its new President - KENNEDY

3) RESULTS OF THE 
CUBAN MISSILE 

CRISIS

POSSIBLE 
QUESTIONS

1) You could be asked about the background to the crisis: why for 
example relations between  the USA and Cuba became worse after 
Castro took over.

2) You could be asked why Castro went to the USSR for support or 
Asked WHY the USSR would have supported Cuba?

3) You could be asked about the events of the 13 days 

4)You could be asked about the results of the Cuban missile crisis 

EACH OF THESE TOOICS IS COVERED HERE: Just learn it 


