
1) BACKGROUND

The HUNGARIAN REVOLUTION of 1956 was one of the first major attempts by an Eastern 
European country to throw off Soviet rule and try to gain freedoms and eventual independence.  
Despite promising beginnings it ultimately was brutally crushed with the help of thousands of 
Soviet troops and tanks. The West did little to help.

STALIN DIES / KHRUSHCHEV ARRIVES: KHRUSCHCHEVS REFORMS

Khrushchev became SOVIET LEADER in 1955 fafter Stalins death in 1953

He made many changes:
1) He made SECRET SPEECH to the Communist Congress. In it he 
described the horrors of Stalins rule - which had been hidden from them
2) He ordered a DESTALINISATION process.
3) He released thousands of political prisoners and closed down the Gulags 
( Soviet concentration camps)
4) He asked for PEACEFUL COEXISTENCE with the West
5) He apologised to nations like Yugoslavia and built better relations with 
these countries

This shocked many people in the 
USSR who had been indoctrinated to 
believe Stalin was almost like a God.

Many welcomed the reforms- 
particularly in Eastern Europe!

People in Eastern Europe were particularly 
encouraged. They hoped the repressive aspects of 
USSR rule would now be relaxed and they could 

have more freedoms.

In Eastern European countries like HUNGARY and POLAND  people 
began to challenge the regimes for reform

PROTESTS erupted 
against the strict USSR 

control

 There were demands for 
economic and political 

reform
This reaction encouraged other countries in 

Eastern Europe!

3) POLAND  
1956 KHRUSCHCHEVS REACTION:

Tensions subsided when a 
programme of REFORM and 
LIBERALISATION was promised 
under the Polish Communist leader: 
GOMULKA 

4)  
CAUSES OF HUNGARIAN 

RISING
1956

A) BRUTAL REGIME
Hungary had been ruled by a brutal Communist, 
Stalinist dictator called RAKOSI since 1948. 
- A hated secret police called the AVH terrorised 
people
- Censorship was used
- Rakosi continued with sending people to prisons 
for political crimes.

By 1956 popular unrest in Hungary and support 
from YUGOSLAVIA demanded and got the removal 
of RAKOSI, giving Hungarians hope of more 
freedom from the USSR. 

B) CATHOLIC CHURCH
The communist regime tried to 

control the Catholic Church which 
was very strong in Hungary. 

Cardinal MINDSZENTY a 
prominent catholic leader was held 
by the communists making many 

Hungarians very angry.

C) ECONOMICS
The communist regime was 

highly controlling. 
Hungary was forced to send 
food and goods to the USSR 

despite there being 
widespread hunger and 
poverty in the country.

2) WHAT WAS THE 
REACTION TO THESE 

CHANGES IN EASTERN 
EUROPE?

A) student protests started 
in October 1956 

demanding reforms.

These demonstrations 
spread to the countryside.

5) EVENTS OF 
REVOLUTION 

HUNGARIAN 
UPRISING

1956

6) RESULTS OF 
REVOLUTION 

1) The West did not intervene despite promises. They were preoccupied wit the SUEZ crisis in 
the Middle East. The West could not get involved as this would lead to a war with the USSR. It 
was also roll back and not containment as Hungary was already communist. 
2) The brutality and lack of western support put off many other Eastern European’s from 
demanding reform
3) NAGY was taken to Moscow where he was later killed. He was replaced by the more hardline 
KADAR.

C) KHRUSHCHEV REACTIONS
KHRUSHCHEV can’t afford to lose Hungary for fear that the rest of Eastern Europe will follow. 
He sends Soviet troops to the border.
6,000 tanks crossed the border in November to bring the revolution to an end
Radio free Europe a western backed media operation promised the rebels support
Hungarians stormed the secret police headquarters and killed several.
They burnt secret police records and pulled down statues of Stalin. 

However, soviet tanks and troops soon brutally took over, killing up to 30,000 and causing up to 
250,000 to flee the country.

b) NAGY- the brutal dictator Rakosi is replaced by the more moderate communist called IMRE 
NAGY, who is much more popular with the people. 

Nagy however begins reforms. He believes that Khrushchev would be more open to reform. 
- He announces multi party elections
- Very importantly he announces that Hungary will leave the Warsaw Pact.
-This is a step too far for Khrushchev who decides to now intervene. D) PATRIOTISM

Hungarians were fiercely proud of 
their country. They had never voted 

in large numbers for the 
communists and were encouraged 

by the West to try to protest for 
freedom. 

KEY PEOPLE IN THE HUNGARIAN REVOLUTION 

Nikita Khrushchev
Soviet leader

IMRE NAGY
Reforming Hungarian Politician

RÁKOSI
Hated Hungarian Communist leader before 

Nagy


