
2) AMERICAN CONCERNS 
1) CHINA became a Communist country in 1949 

under MAO. This was bitter blow to the U.S. who had 
been trying to prevent this

2) TRUMAN DOCTRINE: The U.S. had pledged to 
support any country threatened by Communism

3) DOMINO THEORY: there was a belief that if one 
country in Asia fell to communism others would begin 
to follow in a chain reaction. This had to be prevented
4) SOVIET ATOMIC BOMB: the USA felt secure in its 
ownership of atomic bombs until in 1949 they were 

shocked to hear of the SOVIET ATOMIC BOMB
5) There was fear and panic in the USA over 

communism. senator Joe McCarthy was rounding up 
and questioning those with any supposed communist 

sympathies
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4) CHINA's 
INVOLVEMENT

REASONS FOR CHINESE INVOLVEMENT
The Chinese were a new Communist nation.. Having fought 

bitterly against Chinese nationalist forces for years.
1) They were suspicious of the U.S. who had given huge 
financial support to their nationalist enemies ($2billion)

2) The loss of China was a huge blow to the U.S. after such 
a long campaign. It also seemed to suggest a domino 

theory of other countries falling to communism too. 
3) Korea bordered China along the Yalu river. when the 

U.S. began to approach the border the Chinese felt 
threatened, fearing an American attack on China next. 
4) The Chinese sent 250,000 'volunteers' to fight in the 
North. This was very successful and forced the U.S. to 

retreat to the border . This enhanced China's reputation and 
gave it a lot of confidence.

5) END OF THE 
WAR

6) RESULTS OF 
THE WAR

3) INVASION
1) In June 1950 KIM IL SUNG and his Communist 
NORTH KOREAN forces invaded SOUTH KOREA

2) The South Korean forces had been left Ill 
equipped by the U.S. for fear it may invade the North 

if well armed. now it is quickly pushed South. It's 
capital SEOUL is overrun and it is forced into a small 

pocket of land called the PUSAN POCKET in the 
Southern tip of South Korea

3) The American public sense their fears of a domino 
effect coming true. There is a demand for action

4) Truman believes STALIN was behind the invasion 
( Stalin had in fact secretly agreed with Kim Il Sungs 

invasion plan.) TRUMAN IS DETERMINED TO 
RESIST

1) BACKGROUND
- Korea had been ruled by Japan before World war 2. 

- Following the war the country was DIVIDED in 2 along the 
38th PARALLEL between the U.S. and USSR (until a 

permanent settlement was found)
- NORTH KOREA was Communist and ruled by KIM IL SUNG 

and supported by the USSR
- SOUTH KOREA was Capitalist and led by SYNGMANN 

RHEE, a dictator, supported by the USA
Both American and Russian forces left after the war but BOTH 

northern and southern leaders aimed to REUNITE Korea

1) UN INVOLVEMENT 
1) The U.S. was keen not to appear to be directly intervening in Korea 
alone (in case it fully involved the USSR in response)
2) It involved the UNITED NATIONS ( which the USSR was boycotting)
3) The UN formed together an army of 15 countries. HOWEVER this 
army was dominated by the USA (300,000 men)
4) The army also had a distinguished American commander: General 
DOUGLAS MacARTHUR who was answerable  to President Truman

2) U.S. SUCCESS
1) in September 1950, the UN forces soon had a major victory by landing 
at INCHON behind enemy lines. This caught the North Koreans by 
surprise and threatened to cut their forces in two. 

2) The UN force quickly drove the North Koreans back towards the border 
(38th parallel) Their UNITED NATIONS instructions had limited them to 
reaching the border

3) ROLLBACK AND CHINESE COUNTERATTACKS

1) By OCTOBER 1950 the U.S./ UN forces had been pushed BEYOND THE 
38th PARALLEL into North Korea
2) Going beyond the border was going further than had been agreed at the 
UN. However, it summed up a new American determination to now reunite 
Korea and drive Communism out. 
4) MacArthur called this policy of driving Communism out ROLLBACK. It had 
many enthusiastic American supporters but president Truman was less 
enthusiastic fearing a wider conflict 
5) MacArthur soon captured the North Korean capital PYONGYANG and 
headed north..... Towards the RIVER YALU and THE CHINESE BORDER!
6) The Chinese feared this US rollback. They didn't want to lose their North 
Korean Communist ally but they also feared the U.S. would launch an 
invasion against China next. 
7) The Chinese secretly smuggled over 250,000 Chinese volunteers into 
North Korea and pushed the U.S. army quickly into retreat and back over the 
border
8) Truman was deeply angry with MacArthur for disobeying orders and 
sacked him. Truman preferred to CONTAIN Communism not roll it back by 
invading countries.
9) A STALEMATE  occurred along the border for the next year with no sides 
making real progress. There was a secret war in the air with RUSSIAN 
PILOTS being disguised as North Koreans. 

SECRET SUPPORT FROM STALIN
1) Stalin encouraged Kim Il Sung to invade the South.. he felt it would 
help to spread Communism and make it stronger in the region after 

China had recently became Communist too.
2) HOWEVER, he kept his support secret , fearing a wider and 

potentially nuclear war with the USA- he gave support from advisors 
instead

3) The USSR couldn't affect the UN resolution going to war as it was 
boycotting the UN

4) The Soviets did encourage Chinese involvement
5) They also sent pilots to Korea to become involved in the air war.

THERE ARE A NUMBER OF IMPORTANT RESULTS
1) U.S. had shown its commitment to CONTAINMENT. 
This had been maintained but at a huge cost.
2) 2 million had been killed in the conflict
3) Over 50,000 Americans were killed 
4) American military spending TRIPLED
5) South Korea was saved and kept capitalist but was 
still constantly under threat from the north and this 
maintained an expensive and tense US military 
presence. It is still one of the most heavily defended 
borders on earth with the DMZ demilitarised zone having 
barbed wire, minefields and tank traps.
6) It also showed the dangers of trying to roll back 
communism and the threats posed by nuclear war. 
7) The US had also become committed to containment in 
Asia- perhaps as more so than Europe where things 
remained more predictable. This would see them 
become even more committed to JAPAN, where it 
pumped investment into its old enemy. It would also see 
them become involved in other countries such as 
VIETNAM.
8) The US would also anchor itself into its alliances. It 
formed SEATO in the Southern Hemisphere with 
countries like Australia and New Zealand. It also 
committed NATO to a military rather than political 
alliance. 
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KIM IL SUNG
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DOUGLAS McARTHUR
US military commander


