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Young people were important to
Hitler and the Nazis. From the
start of the party they realised
that they were the key to the
future. They aimed for
INDOCTRINATION and
acceptance of their roles. to fight
for Germany or to produce lots
of aryan children for Germany

The Nazis aimed to control the
lives of German young people in
SCHOOL but they also wanted to
make sure they continued that
control OUTSIDE SCHOOL..
through youth groups.

The content of this Mind map
could feature as all or part of all
the different types of GCSE
questions.

The expansion of Hitler Youth was so quick that the leadership soon
struggled to be effective.

Many top leaders were later drafted into the army leaving poorer and less
committed substitutes

Young people were indoctrinated and taught not to think critically for
themselves. This unquestioning attitude undoubtedly affected society. Many
young people hared being told what to do and not to do; what to listen to
and not listen to. What to wear and not wear; there were also many who
disliked marching and military preparations. Clearly, there is evidence that
many young people were turning away from the Nazis in the later 1930s.

Swing types was a counter group to the Hitler Youth. They listened to music
including Jazz. They grew their hair long and had Jewish friends.

Edelweiss pirates were set up to oppose the HJ. They attacked members and
wrote anti Hitler graffiti on walls

The face that the HJ was made COMPULSORY suggests that it had reached
a limit to its growth and was perhaps even losing support.
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Many German young people genuinely loved the Hitler youth and BDM.

They loved the adventure, the opportunities and the games. They loved the
trips and the activities . They felt part of a wider group and they were
IMPORTANT as young people. The Hitler Youth for example had to be saluted
in the street.

It was also mostly successful in its indoctrination. The movement created
many willing and able Nazis and helped fuel the military.

Were these
policies
effective?
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Background
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its importance to Hitler and the Nazis.
Boys were targeted with the Hitler —T2t

Jugend ( Hitler Youth)

It made up only 1% of Youth groups in
1933 but 77% by 1938 with 7 million
members!

Hitler Youth: 14-18 year olds

9

Encouraged into military service

The aim of Hitler Youth was to consolidate the Nazi beliefs they
had received in school and continue with their indoctrination
and encouragement of their racial beliefs.
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They also hoped to build the boys towards becoming soldiers
with a combination of physical exercise and skills such as
navigation, shooting, boxing, leadership and camping.
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They went hiking and camping in the mountains, which was a new exciting experience for many city children

Achievement awards were given to skills such as night navigation and learning Nazi songs

Gliding was encouraged as this taught young people to fly and secretly train for the Air Force- which was banned!
Some HJ units were specialised for example for the Navy, mechanical divisions (or Air Force.)
Members had to wear a brown HJ Uniform. This was sometimes bought or subsidised by the state for poorer families.

Each member received a monthly Will and Power magazine.

Jungmadel- league of young girls - 10-14
BDM - League of German Girls 14-18
Faith and beauty

Females were given a different role to fulfill

They were taught the 3 K kitchen, church and children
They were taught first aid

They were taught how to use scraps from meals to prevent
waste (aimed at war)

They were taught childcare and the importance of having
children.

They would do some of the same things as the boys
including camping, sports and badges.

They were encouraged to go to LEBENSBORN - To produce a
child.
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